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R
adon is a naturally occur-

ring radioactive gas that

can affect properties of  all

types, ages, locations and

uses. The gas is formed

when uranium in the soil and rocks beneath

us decays. When it permeates the ground

into open air, it is quickly diluted to low

concentrations, however if  it rises into a

building, it can become trapped and build

to dangerous concentrations.

When individuals are exposed to elevat-

ed concentrations of  radon, the radioactive

decay products are inhaled and some are

deposited in the lungs, where they continue

to emit radiation. Each year in the UK over

2000 people die from lung cancer, devel-

oped as a direct result of  exposure to radon.

The gas accounts for the second greatest

number of  lung cancer cases in the UK, sec-

ond only to smoking.

The UK Radon Association is the trade

association representing professionals

involved in radon testing, radon remedia-

tion and radon protection across the UK.

All UK Radon Association members have

met stringent membership criteria and

proven their technical knowledge and

expertise in the field.

Chairman Martin Freeman said, “When

dealing with an invisible and imperceptible

carcinogen, it is important that members of

the public have confidence that the special-

ist they employ truly is a specialist, whose

advice can be trusted. The UK Radon

Association was founded to promote excel-

lence, professionalism and high standards

of  ethical performance in the industry.”

Members include contractors, material

suppliers, laboratories and consultants. The

services and products offered by members

represent some of  the most technologically

advanced in the industry, such as state of

the art digital radon monitors and specialist

radon mitigation fans with over 25 years’

engineering development.

The UK Radon Association is a founder

member of  COIRA, the Coalition of

International Radon Associations along

“The UK Radon
Association was 
founded to promote
excellence, 
professionalism and
high standards of 
ethical performance 
in the industry”

Technical
Expertise
The UK Radon Association is the trade association 
representing professionals involved in radon testing, 
radon remediation and radon protection.
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with three other international bodies, the

American Association of  Radon Scientists

and Technologists (AARST), the Canadian

Association of  Radon Scientists and

Technologists (CARST) and the European

Radon Association (ERA). COIRA mem-

bers will work together on a global scale to

tackle the worldwide issue of  radon related

lung cancer and have input to international

policy consultations. Through this body,

the UK Radon Association will also ensure

that UK industry members are kept up to

date with the very latest in research, new

technologies and policies which will bene-

fit the development of  the market.

Through this cross-border cooperation,

UK Radon Association has a number of

places available to UK-based contractors

on a training course being run in conjunc-

tion with the European Radon Association

Workshop in Spain in April 2016. The

three day course will be conducted in

English and will provide both theoretical

and ‘hands-on’ practical training to those

wishing to enter the radon market or fur-

ther their existing knowledge.

The first UK Radon Symposium will be

hosted by the Association on 14th April

2016 in the City of  Bath, a UNESCO

World Heritage Centre. This one-day event

will include seminars on a wide range of

issues, including the health implications of
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long term radon exposure, occupational

exposure to radon, radon in buildings with

basements and the latest guidance on radon

protection for new buildings. A panel of

expert international speakers has been

secured, and more details will be released

in the coming weeks. 

The Symposium is open to members

and non-members to attend, and will be of

particular interest to those involved in the

fields of  indoor air quality, radiation pro-

tection and healthcare.

The UK Radon Association also works

hard to raise awareness of  radon and pro-

vide easy-to-understand information on the

subject. Many people are still unaware of

radon, or that the air they breathe on a

daily basis in their home or workplace

could be silently harming them. 

UK Radon Awareness week is an initia-

tive being run by UK Radon Association

in collaboration with Public Health

England and BRE Academy that aims to

raise awareness of  radon amongst a wide

range of  stakeholders. Whilst similar cam-

paigns having been running for many

years in other countries, this is the first

campaign of  its kind in the UK and will

become an annual event.

UK Radon Association passionately

believes that effective risk communication

is the key to cutting the number of  avoid-

able lung cancer cases caused by radon

each year. From the general public to

employers, healthcare professionals to

those in the construction industry, the

more awareness that is generated, the

more lives will be saved.

A new website, www.radonweek.co.uk

has been launched making it easy for peo-

ple to download a number of  resources,

such as posters, videos and infographics

which can be shared with friends, family

and colleagues. 

For more information, 
visit www.radonassociation.co.uk or 

email secretary@radonassociation.co.uk 

The UK Radon
Association also works
hard to raise awareness
of radon and provide
easy-to-understand 
information on the 
subject. Many people are
still unaware of radon, or
that the air they breathe
on a daily basis in their
home or workplace could
be silently harming them. 
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